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Rapid Assessment of Needs and Resilience of Target Communities 

Rapid assessment of the needs and resilience – analyses  

1. Introduction  

The present analysis was carried out by the IDP Women's Association "Consent" in the framework of 
the project “Expanding agency and voice and improving the socio-economic outlook for conflict-
affected women during the Covid-19 crisis”. It is based on a rapid needs and resilience assessment 
conducted in target communities. Conducted assessment aims at identification of the needs of IDP 
and conflict affected women, residing in mentioned municipalities, as well as revealing active 
respondents, to engage them in the project activities. Rapid needs and resilience assessment was 
carried out in the following 20 target settlements: Tskaltubo, Samtredia, Khoni, Gori, Sakasheti, Kaspi, 
Teliani, Khurvaleti. Berbuki, Kirbali, Kere, Arbo, Mereti, Tseronisi, Knolevi, Avlevi, Kvemo Chala, 
Lamiskhana, Khviti and Tvauriebi. The project is funded by the UNDP office.  
 
The Covid-19 pandemic has further aggravated the plight of internally displaced and conflict-affected 
women, meaning that during the pandemic they faced more acute problems than the rest of the 
population. The pandemic has affected not only their physical and psychological health, but also 
various areas of life, which is reflected in the restriction of access to certain vital services. 
 
Systemic sampling method was used for rapid assessment of the needs and resilience. It should be 
noted that this methodology was found not suitable due to the specifics of several IDP settlements. 
As a result, the methodology for selecting the respondents in Samtredia, Khoni, Tskaltubo and Kaspi 
municipalities, was proposed by the activists who conducted the survey at these locations. The 
methodology is discussed in details in the following chapter. 
 

2. Methodology 

Systemic sampling is the most widespread method of random sampling. While using it, particular fixed 
interval is selected, called sampling interval. The sampling interval depends on the sample size and 
number of sample elements 1 . Consequently, every 10th house was selected as interval in big 
settlements and every 5th - in small ones, to ensure that 10-15 questionnaires are filled in each 
settlement.  The survey was conducted by women activists living in the respective municipalities - 
employees of the organization and contact persons. At all locations, the starting point was the school, 
with the interviewer standing on his or her back and moving to the right, following the instruction: 
“Stand with your back to the school and start moving to the right side; follow the way and observe 
only the houses to your right.  In case of coming to the crossroad or lane on the right side, turn right 
and continue to the right side. In case if the houses on the right side are finished, go to the opposite 
side and observe the houses on the right side of you. Continue according to the same principle. In 
case if no one is in the house, or respond rejects to filing the questionnaire, do not go to the next 
house, but start counting the house from 5th or 10th (depends on the sampling interval).” Upon 
entering the family, the respondent was selected according to the date of birth (one member per 
family): this should be a person over the age of 16 who had the birthday closest to the day of the 
survey. 
 
As mentioned above, the systemic sampling method did not prove to be useful for certain 
settlements. Due to the fact that families live scattered in the sanatorium "Tskaltubo", it would be 
inconvenient to survey the required number of respondents using the sampling interval.  
Consequently, contact was established with all families remaining in the sanatorium without 
sampling. 

                                                      
1 http://css.ge/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/raodenobrivi_kvlevis_meTodebis_saxelomzgv.pdf  

http://css.ge/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/raodenobrivi_kvlevis_meTodebis_saxelomzgv.pdf
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In the Khoni IDP settlement, the selection of families started from the top floor of each building, where 
the interviewer knocked on the middle door and followed the same principle on all subsequent floors. 
 
In the former Samtredia hospital building the families are arranged in corridor type system, 
consequently every fifth family was selected as interval. However, an activist woman mentioned that 
at this location, respondents were quite annoyed and often rejected to participation in the survey.    
 
Finally, in case of Kaspi, when the survey was conducted in the building - from the starting point every 
5th family was selected as an interval, after which the interviewer continued moving to the right 
upstairs or downstairs (depending where the starting point was selected). 
 
As for the questionnaire itself, it consisted of three parts: Part I - questions to obtain demographic 
and contact data, Part II - questions about needs (11 questions in total) and Part III - statements for 
assessing resilience. The third part included 8 psychological statements that the respondents had to 
evaluate one by one according to 5-point scale (please see the appendix). 

3. Part I – Demographic Data  

The total population of the 20 target settlements is approximately 20,994 people.2 In total 219 people 
from the above target locations participated in the rapid needs and resilience assessment 
(representing approximately 1% of the population of the target settlements). Out of them, the 
majority of respondents (79%) were women. It should be noted that unlike other IDP settlements, in 
Khoni men also took active part in the survey (50%).  People of all age categories participated in the 
survey, in particular: 15 - 30 years (9%), 31 - 45 years (34%), 46 - 60 years (26%) and over 60 (31%). 
38% of respondents are currently unemployed, 23% are engaged in agriculture, 14% are employed by 
the state, 10% - in private business, 8% are housewives, 2% are students or pupils, and the remaining 
5% are engaged in other activities. 
 
 

 
 
Since the questionnaire on the social status of the respondents contained several possible answers 
(since it is possible to have more than one status), it was found that 48% of the respondents are IDPs, 

                                                      
2 Population data are mainly provided by women activists. Some rural population data are found on Geostat.ge, however we have 
information from women activists that according to official data, almost half of the people no longer live in the villages. 

1. Student/Pupil
2%

2. Unemployed 
38%

3. Employed by the 
state
14%

4. Employed in 
private business 

(Individual 
entrepreneur, self-

employed)
10%

5. Employed in 
Agriculture

23%

6. Housewife
8%

7. Other
5%



 

- 5 - 
 

Rapid Assessment of Needs and Resilience of Target Communities 

30% are living in the conflict zone, 27% are socially vulnerable; while 33% were equally distributed 
among groups with appropriate social status: single parents, the elderly, and large families. 4% were 
people who were not been granted any status. It is noteworthy that none of the migrants took part 
in the survey. 
 

 

4. Part II - Questions regarding needs 

As mentioned for several times, the problems caused by Covid-19 significantly worsened situation of 
IDPs and conflict-affected people. For example, when asked about the problems the respondents 
faced as a result of the spread of coronavirus, where respondents could circle maximum 3 answers, 
the answers were as follows: in Berbuki (90%), Avlevi (88.9%), Teliani (80%), Tskaltubo (75%), Kirbali 
(60%) and Knolevi (50%) the population was severely limited in ability to purchase food. Samtredia 
and Arbo were added to the listed settlements, where the main challenges besides the limitations in 
food purchase (83.3% and 70%) were the restrictions of communication with family members (in Arbo 
70%) and purchase of necessary medications (in Samtredia 83.3%). Deterioration of psychological 
condition was mentioned as the most serious problem in Khurvaleti (100%), Tseronisi (90%), Kvemo 
Chala (70%), Gori (60%), Sakasheti (60%) and Khoni (50%), while the restriction of the purchase of 
necessary medicines was named in Tvaurebi (100%), Lamiskhana (80%), Khviti (70%) and Kaspi 
(68.8%). In addition to the deterioration of the psychological state, in Tvaurebi the respondents also 
mentioned the restriction of communication (80%) and the difficulty of purchasing food (80%).  In 
Mereti (80%) and Kvemo Chala (80%) the high rate of COVID-19 disease in the community is 
considered as the highest challenge, while in Kere (90%), Tskaltubo (70%) and Mereti (70%) – 
restriction of the communication with family / friends.  In Kaspi 62.5% of population, also believe that 
the possibility of purchasing food has become more difficult as a result of the spread of the 
coronavirus. 
 
In addition to the answers the options of which were defined in the questionnaire, respondents were 
also able to voluntarily write their own alternative answer in the appropriate box. As a result, 
additional problems such as decreasing revenues (Teliani, Kere, Mereti), increasing prices for products 
(Teliani, Kere, Arbo), medicines, rent, fuel (Khurvaleti) and chemicals as well as deterioration of 
economic situation (Mereti) were highlighted and re-emphasized.  Several respondents considered it 
necessary to install a drip irrigation system for greenhouses during the COVID-19 pandemic (Teliani). 
In addition, the residents of Arbo faced some difficulties due to the lack of a pharmacy in the 
settlement. 
 
Majority of respondents in Tvaurebi (100%), Mereti (77,8%), Tseronisi (70%), Tskaltubo (65%), 
Lamiskhana (60%), Khviti (60%), Sakasheti (50%), Kirbali (44,4%), Gori (40%), Samtredia (40%), Khoni 
(37,5%) and Kvemo Chala (33,3%) have never used distance learning. However, other part of the 
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respondents faced particular problems related to internet. For example: it was found out that the 
residents of Berbuki (66,7%), Kaspi (62,5%), Kirbali (44,4%), Gori (40%), Samtredia (40%) and Kere 
(40%) do not have financial resources to afford internet.  In Avlevi, 44.4% of respondents do not have 
enough equipment (phone, tablet, computer) necessary for engagement in online learning processes.  
And 37.5% of Khoni respondents stated that they do not have enough space to study. According to 
the respondents, the internet is not provided to Teliani (100%), Knolevi (60%), Khurvaleti (55.6%), 
Lamiskhana (33.3%) and Kvemo Chala (33.3%). 
 
In some settlements, problems with medical care were particularly topical during the spread of 
COVID-19, due to the lack of outpatient clinics, medications and antivirals. For example, the lack of 
outpatient clinics created special difficulties for the residents of Teliani (100%), Khviti (100%) and 
Khoni (77.8%). As for the inadequate equipment of outpatient clinics - 100% of Kirbali respondents, 
80% of Berbuki, 80% of Tseronisi, 66.7% of Knolevi, 66.7% of Lamiskhana, 66.7% of Sakasheti and 
55.6% of Gori respondents faced namely this problem in the course of the COVID-19 pandemic.   80% 
of respondents in Samtredia, 66.7% in Avlevi and 61.1% in Tskaltubo said that the emergency medical 
service never appeared on time. Irregular visits of nurse/doctors to the villages   created particular 
challenges for Arbo residents (77,8%), in contrast to Knolevi (33,3%), Sakasheti (33,3%), Kere (30%), 
Khurvaleti (30%) and Mereti (20%) population. All respondents in Teliani, Tvaurebi and Kvemo Chala 
stated that they did not face the above-mentioned problems. 
 
When asked what kind of help respondents need to deal with COVID-19 created problems in their 
communities (where they could circle maximum 3 answers), most respondents in 17 out of 20 
locations indicated that one of the most acute needs in their community was medication. According 
to the respondents, such settlements are: Tvaurebi (100%), Samtredia (100%), Tskaltubo (100%), 
Kirbali (90%), Tseronisi (90%), Khoni (84.2%), Avlevi (80%), Arbo (80%), Kere (80%), Berbuki (80%), 
Gori (70%), Sakasheti (70%), Khviti (70%), Khurvaleti (70%), Kaspi (62.5%), Lamiskhana (66.7%) and 
Teliani (60%). There is also a dire situation in the communities due to the lack of food / products as 
public / municipal transport was shut down as soon as the pandemic started, making access to 
products and medicines extremely difficult for the part of the population that does not have its own 
means of transportation. Consequently, 100% of respondents in Tskaltubo, 100% - in Samtredia, 90% 
- in Kvemo Chala, 80% -  in Berbuki, 80%- in Kirbali, 80%- in Mereti, 70%- in Arbo, 70%- in Sakasheti. 
70% - in Tseronisi, 70% -in Khurvaleti, 66.7% -in Knolevi and 57.9% -in Khoni required namely this kind 
of help. Respondents also mentioned the need for seeds, fertilizers and seedlings, especially in 
Berbuki (90%), Kere (90%), Avlevi (80%), Sakasheti (80%), Arbo (80%), Mereti (70%), Kvemo Chala 
(70%), Khviti (60%), Kirbali (60%), Lamiskhana (60%) and Knolevi (50%).  80% of Khurvaleti 
respondents stressed the need for handicraft materials, while 80% of Gori respondents, 70% of Avlevi, 
50% of Mereti and 50% of Samtredia highlighted the need for protective and disinfection materials. 
It was essential for Avlevi (70%) and Teliani (60%) respondents to consult a psychologist to overcome 
stress and negative feelings / emotions.  In addition to the above one more need, such as support for 
internet and / or utility bills, was identified; it was marked by 100% of Teliani, 90% of Khviti, 80% of 
Tvaurebi, 80% of Lamiskhana, 75% of Kaspi 70% of Kere and 60% of Kirbali respondents. 
 
In addition to the above options, respondents noted other needs in the relevant field of the 
questionnaire. For example, in Teliani, several respondents need baking equipment and a coffee 
grinder, and in Mereti -  shellac remover, which would help the respondent to find a job. 
 
All respondents in Mereti, Avlevi, Lamiskhana, Berbuki, Teliani, Kere, Khviti, Khoni and Khurvaleti 
believe that it is necessary to set up working groups in their communities to deal with the problems 
caused by COVID-19. The need for creating such group was also mentioned in Tskaltubo (95%), 
Samtredia (91.7%), Arbo (90%), Kaspi (87.5%), Tvaurebi (80%), Kvemo Chala (80%), Tseroni (80). %), 
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Sakasheti (75%), Gori (62.5%), Kirbali (60%) and Knolevi (50%). However, there were also some 
respondents who found it difficult to answer this question, for example: 40% of respondents in Kirbali, 
37.5% - in Gori, 33.3%- in Tseronisi, 25%- in Sakasheti, 20%- in Tvaurebi. 20% -in Tseronisi, 20% -in 
Kvemo Chala, 12.5% -in Kaspi, 10% -in Arbo and 8.3% -in Samtredia. Respondents expressed their 
willingness to join such groups in various ways. For example, 50% of Khurvaleti, 40% of Berbuki, 40% 
of Teliani, 36.8% of Khoni, 30% of Avlevi, 31.3% of Kaspi and 20% of Mereti respondents are willing to 
volunteer.  More respondents express their desire to join such initiative groups for remuneration, for 
example in Sakasheti (62.5%) and Gori (50%); however, in Knolevi (33.3%), Khoni (31.6%), Tskaltubo 
(31.6%), Kirbali (20%) and Kvemo Chala (20%) percentage of such respondents does not differ much 
from those who want to volunteer. Also was identified the group of respondents who could not 
participate in such activities due to lack of time / health conditions; this was the most often observed 
in Kere (90%), Mereti (80%), Arbo (70%), Kvemo Chala (70%), Berbuki 60%), Teliani (60%), Avlevi 
(60%), Tseronisi (60%), Khviti (60%), Kaspi (50%), Kirbali (50%) and Lamiskhana (46.7%).  Besides the 
respondents, who cannot join initiative groups due to lack of time or health conditions, the part of 
respondents was identified, who just do not want to do so, for example 100% of the respondents 
from Tvaurebi.    
 
As mentioned above, one of the main goals of rapid needs assessment is to identify in which project 
activities would the respondents like to participate. There were quite different answers to this 
question, although several important areas were identified.  For example, the majority of respondents 
preferred medical consultations, namely: 62.5% in Gori, 60% in Arbo, 60% in Tvaurebi, 60% in Kere, 
60% in Khviti, 60% in Berbuki, Lamiskhana 53.3%, 43.8% of Kaspi, 40% of Teliani, 40% of Sakasheti and 
40% of Tseronisi. Psychological training-consultations to overcome psychological stress were found 
to be very interesting for 70% of Avlevi respondents and 40% of Khurvaleti respondents. 40% of 
Teliani, 33.3% of Knolevi, 30% of Sakasheti, 30% of Kvemo Chala, 30% of Tseronisi, 30% of Khurvaleti, 
25% of Tskaltubo, 22.2% of Khoni, and 20% of Mereti respondents expressed the desire to participate 
in all of mentioned activities (medical consultation with a mobile medical team, psychological training-
counseling to deal with stress and negative emotions, advocacy seminars, and community resilience 
workshops). However, there were some participants who were not interested in any of the activities, 
such as 66.7% of Knolevi, 66.7% of Samtredia, 55% of Tskaltubo, 50% of Mereti, 40% of Kirbali, 40% 
of Kvemo Chala, 30% of Tseronisi, and 26.7% of Lamiskhana respondents. 30% of the respondents 
from Kere and 20% -from Khurvaleti expressed their desire to participate in community resilience 
seminars. 
 
4.1 Summary 

A rapid needs assessment clearly identified the most acute problems caused by COVID-19 pandemic, 
faced by IDP and conflict-affected women living in the target regions - limited access to food (51%) 
and medications (48%); restriction of communication with family members, relatives and friends 
(46%), and negative impact on psychological state (45%). The rest of the responses were distributed 
as follows: 28% of respondents circled the restriction on public transport (pharmacies and shops are 
not available in all settlements, therefore residents often have to move to neighboring villages to 
meet basic needs), while 18% said the virus affected negatively their physical condition.  A small 
proportion of respondents considered the loss of income (14%) and the increase of the cases of 
COVID-19 disease in their communities (13%) as the most serious problems. For a small part of the 
respondents, loss of jobs (7%) and restriction of public transport due to increase in price (6%) are 
considered as challenges. 
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It is well known that during the COVID-19 pandemic, people had to switch to remote online activities. 
Nevertheless, 43% of the residents of the target areas for rapid assessment never participated in 
distant learning, due to following factors: 20% of the respondents cannot afford internet, according 
to 15% - internet is not provided to the settlement, while 14% indicated lack of electronic devices for 
engagement in the distant learning/teaching processes.  As for the other 8% of the respondents, they 
do not have enough space for study (since many people, students and teachers among them, live 
together in a small living space). 
 

 
 
When it comes to the problems related to healthcare services in the course of COVID-19 pandemic, 
for 37% of the respondents the biggest challenge is inadequate equipment of outpatient facilities, and 
for 24% - timely arrival of emergency medical service. 19% indicate that for them main challenge is 
not inadequate equipment of outpatient facilities, but their non availability.   According to 12% of 
respondents, in the course of COVID-19 pandemic the biggest challenge is irregular visits of 
nurses/doctors, while remaining 8% were not bothered by any of the above mentioned problem.   
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When asked what kind of help respondents need to deal with the problems caused by COVID-19 in 
their communities, 75% of respondents mentioned support with medications and 65% - with food. 
49% need help with seeds, seedlings and fertilizers, 39% - internet and/or utility bills, 26% -supply of 
disinfectants, while 15% require consultations with psychologists to overcome stress and negative 
feelings / emotions. Besides, 23% of respondents believe that they need to consult a doctor on issues 
related to COVID-19, while 12% indicated the need for handicraft materials. 
 

 
 
As for the creation of working groups to deal with the problems caused by COVID-19 in communities, 
90% of respondents believe that the creation of such groups is necessary.  The other 10% found it 
difficult to answer this question. 47% of respondents want to be involved in such group, but due to 
lack of time and / or health conditions, have to refrain from participating. 19% do not want to be 
involved in working groups, while the rest of the respondents are willing to join both as volunteers 
(18%) and for payment (16%). Out of the activities defined by the project, the majority of respondents 
(35%) expressed a desire to get medical advice from a doctor.  12% of the respondents want to 
participate in psychological training consultations, 6% - in community resilience seminars, and 3% - in 
advocacy seminars. 25% of respondents were not interested in any of the events, while 19% would 
like to participate in all of them. 
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5. Part III - Statements for assessing resilience 

As mentioned above, the third part consists of 8 statements of a psychological nature; for the better 
clarification, all of them are discussed in details below: 
 
I think the changes create new opportunities - the highest percentage - 33.3% of Khurvaleti 
respondents and 15% of Khoni respondents strongly agree with this statement; while 50% of Gori 
respondents, 40% of Tvaurebi respondents, 30% of Khviti and 25% of Samtredia respondents 
completely disagree. 70% of Sakasheti, 60% of Kirbali, 40% of Tseronisi, 35% of Tskaltubo and 20% of 
Mereti respondents partially agree with the statement. The statement that the changes create 
opportunities is agreed by the most people in Kere – 100% of respondents, in Kvemo Chala -  90% of 
respondents, in Kaspi - 75% of respondents, in Lamiskhana - 73,3% of respondents, in Knolevi - 66,7% 
of respondents, in Khoni - 65% of respondents, in Avlevi -  60% of respondents, in Berbuki - 60% of 
respondents, in Teliani - 60% of respondents, in Tvaurebi - 60% of respondents, in Tskaltubo - 60% of 
respondents, in Samtredia - 58,3% of respondents, in Khurvaleti - 55,6% of respondents, in Mereti - 
50% of respondents, in Khviti - 50% of respondents, in Gori - 40% of respondents, in Kirbali - 40% of 
respondents and in Tseronisi - 40% of respondents. 
 
I am open and ready for new situations. I can adapt to uncertain and difficult situations - To this 
statement, respondents often chose two options of answer - "partially agree" and "agree". The 
respondents from Kirbali (100%), Khurvaleti (70%,), Arbo (70%), Kvemo Chala (70%), Avlevi (60%), 
Knolevi (60%), Samtredia (50%), Sakasheti (50%), Kere (50%), Mereti (40%) and Khoni (30%) partially 
agree with this statement; while the respondents from Berbuki (70%), Teliani (60%), Sakasheti (50%), 
Khoni (50%), also from Avlevi (40%), Tvaurebi (40%), Lamiskhana (40%), Mereti (40%), Kere (40%), 
Khviti (30%) and Khurvaleti (30%) agree with it. 60% of the respondents from Tvaurebi, 41.7% from 
Samtredia, 40% from Khviti and 26.7% from Lamiskhana do not agree with this statement. Besides, 
some settlements were identified where the responses were quite diverse, making difficult to 
distinguish dominating trends. In this case, such settlements are as follows:  Gori, Kaspi, Tseronisi and 
Tskaltubo. In Gori 22,2% of the respondents strongly disagree with the given statement, 11,1% - 
disagree, 33,3%- partially agree and also 33,3% - agree.   In Kaspi – do not agree 18,8%, partially agree 
37,5%, agree 37,5% and strongly agree 6,3% of the respondents. In Tseronisi – do not agree 20%, 
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partially agree 20%, agree 40% and strongly agree 20%. While, in Tskaltubo 30% disagree with the 
statement, partially agree - 45% and agree - 25%. 
 
In case of unwanted changes, I can find way to make them useful for me   - with the mentioned 
statement agree 100% of respondents in Khurvaleti, in Berbuki-80%, in Teliani-60%, in Sakasheti -50%, 
in Avlevi-40%, in Mereti- 40%, in Kaspi- 37,5%, in Knolevi- 33,4%, in Tseronisi 30%, in Khviti - 30% and 
in Kirbali - 30% of respondents. Partially agree with the statement respondents from Kvemo Chala 
(70%), Knolevi (66,7%), Kere (60%), Tseronisi (60%), Tskaltubo (60%), Kirbali (60%), Gori (55,6%), Arbo 
(50%), Samtredia (50%), Sakasheti (50%), Kaspi (43,8%), Avlevi (40%), Tvaurebi (40%) and Mereti 
(40%), and disagree the respondents from Tvaurebi (60%), Khviti (50%), Samtredia (33,3%), Arbo 
(30%), Tskaltubo (30%) and Kere (20%). Like previous statement, in case of the given one were 
identified the settlements where the responses were distributed as follows: in Lamiskhana with the 
statement strongly disagree 6,7% of the respondents, disagree -  40%, partially agree - 20%, agree - 
26,7% and strongly agree - 6,7%; in Khoni with the statement disagree 20% of the respondents, 
partially agree - 30%, agree - 45% and strongly agree 5% of the respondents.  
 
When solving problems, I listen to people with different opinions – with the mentioned statement in 
Kere agree 90% of the respondents, in Kvemo Chala - 80%, in Arbo - 80%, in Kirbali- 80%, in Samtredia- 
75%, in Tskaltubo- 75%, in Berbuki - 70%, in Sakasheti - 70%, in Tseronisi - 70%, in Mereti - 70%, in 
Lamiskhana - 66,7%, in Tvaurebi - 60%, in Avlevi- 60%, in Khurvaleti - 50% and in Teliani - 40%. With 
the statement do not agree in Tvaurebi 40% of the respondents, and in Teliani - 20%; while partially 
do not agree the respondents of Teliani (40%), of Mereti (30%) and of Khurvaleti (20%). With the 
statement strongly disagree the respondents of Knolevi (66,7%), of Khurvaleti (30%) and Tseronisi 
(20%). As for Gori, Kaspi, Khviti and Khoni the responses were distributed as follows: in Gori 10% of 
the respondents strongly disagree  with the statement, partially agree - 20%, agree - 60% and strongly 
agree  - 10%; in Kaspi 25% of the respondents disagree with the statement, partially agree - 31,3%, 
agree - 25% and strongly agree  - 18,8%; in Khviti 10% of the respondents strongly disagree  with the 
statement, do not agree - 20%, partially agree - 20%, agree - 40% and strongly agree  - 10%, while  5% 
of Khoni respondents  do not agree with the statement, 15% - partially agree, 55% - agree  and 25% -
strongly agree .  
 
If necessary, I ask other people for help – with this statement agree 90% of the respondents in 
Sakasheti, in Avlevi- 80%, in Mereti- 80%, in Berbuki- 77,8%, in Kirbali - 77,8%, in Khoni- 73,7%, in 
Kere- 70%, in Arbo - 70%, in Tvaurebi - 60%, in Samtredia - 58,3%, in Tskaltubo - 55%, in Kvemo Chala 
50% and in Khurvaleti - 50%. With the statement in Teliani partially agree 80% of the respondents, in 
Tskaltubo - 45%, in Kvemo Chala - 40%, in Tseronisi - 40% and in Khurvaleti - 40%. Highest percentage 
of the respondents agree with the statement in Knolevi (66,7%). As for Gori, Kaspi, Lamiskhana and 
Khviti settlements, it was difficult to identify general trends there, since answers of the respondents 
were distributed as follows: in Gori, strongly disagree  with the statement 10%, partially agree - 10%, 
agree - 60% and strongly agree  20% of respondents; in Kaspi, does not agree with the statement  - 
31,3%, partially agree - 12,5%, agree - 37,5%, strongly agree  18,8% of respondents; in Lamiskhana, 
with the statement strongly agree   - 6,7%, disagree - 33,3%, partially agree - 6,7%, agree - 33,3% and 
strongly agree   20% of the respondents; and finally in Khviti,  with the mentioned statement disagree  
33,3%, partially agree- 11,1%, agree -33,3% and strongly agree  22,2% of the respondents.  
 
I have a sense of self-confidence and the ability to make quick decisions in difficult situations- with this 
statement agrees the highest percentage of respondents:  Avlevi (70%), Berbuki (70%), Mereti (60%), 
Arbo (60%), Tskaltubo (50%), Khoni (50%), Samtredia (50%), Kere (50%), Kvemo Chala (50%), Teliani 
(40%), Tvaurebi (40%), Knolevi (33,3%), Khurvaleti (30%) and Gori (25%); partially agree  70% of the 
respondents in Kirbali,   in Khurvaleti -60%, in Kere- 50%, in Kvemo Chala- 50%, in Knolevi - 50%, in 



 

- 12 - 
 

Rapid Assessment of Needs and Resilience of Target Communities 

Samtredia - 33,3%, in Arbo - 30% and  in Tskaltubo 30%. With the statement disagree 60% of 
respondents in Tvaurebi, in Teliani - 40% and in Mereti - 30%. In Gori 62,5% of respondents strongly 
disagree with mentioned statement, while 30% of Khoni respondents strongly agree. Like above 
mentioned statements, while assessing this statement, were identified the settlements, in which the 
responses were distributed as follows: in Kaspi with the statement disagree - 37,5%, partially agree - 
25%, agree - 18,8% and strongly agree - 18,8%. In Lamiskhana, with the statement strongly disagree 
6,7% of the respondents, does not agree - 53,3%, partially agree - 6,7%, agree - 13,3% and strongly 
agree - 20%. In Sakasheti, with the statement strongly disagree 40% of the respondents, disagree - 
20%, partially agree-  10% and agree - 30%. In Tseronisi with the statement disagree 22,2% of 
respondents, partially agree - 33,3%, agree - 33,3% and strongly agree - 11,1%. While, in Khviti with 
the statement disagree 40% of respondents, partially agree - 20%, agree - 30% and strongly agree - 
10%.  
 
I can use analytical thinking, be creative or pragmatic and deal with difficulties - To assess this 
statement, like with many other statements, respondents often chose two options of answer - 
"partially agree" and "agree". With the statement partially agree respondents from Kirbali (70%), 
Kvemo Chala (70%), Knolevi (66,7%), Arbo (60%), Khurvaleti (60%), Tskaltubo (45%), Samtredia 
(41,7%), Kere (40%), Khoni (40%) and Avlevi (30%), and agree the respondents from Berbuki (90%), 
Teliani (80%), Tvaurebi (80%), Kere (60%), Avlevi (60%), Mereti (50%), Khoni (45%), Arbo (40%) and 
Khurvaleti (30%). With the given statement disagree 35% of the respondents in Tskaltubo in Samtredia 
- 33,3% and in Mereti - 30%. In Gori, with the statement strongly disagree 14,3% of the respondents, 
disagree - 14,3%, partially agree - 28,6% and agree - 42,9%. Like previous statement, in Kaspi with the 
statement disagree 6,3% of the respondents, partially agree- 37,5%, agree- 25%, and strongly agree - 
31,3%. In Lamiskhana – strongly disagree 6,7%, disagree - 20%, partially agree - 20%, agree - 46,7% 
and strongly agree - 6,7% of respondents. In Sakasheti, with the statement strongly disagree 20% of 
respondents, disagree - 20%, partially agree - 30% and agree - 30%. In Tseronisi 30% of the 
respondents disagree with the statement, 20% - partially agree, 40% - agree and 20% strongly agree; 
while in Khviti 10% of the respondents disagree with the statement, 40% - partially agree, 20% - agree 
and 30% strongly agree.  
 
I am sensitive to the feelings, needs and emotions of others - Unlike all the previous statements, in 
this statement the respondents most often choose two options of answer: "I agree" and "I completely 
agree". With the statement agree majority of respondents from Kirbali (90%), Samtredia (83,3%), 
Avlevi (80%), Arbo (80%), Sakasheti (80%), Kere (80%), Tseronisi (80%), Sakasheti (70%), Tskaltubo 
(60%), Khoni (60%), Khurvaleti (60%), Mereti (50%), Kvemo Chala (50%), Berbuki (50%) and Tvaurebi 
(40%), while strongly disagree respondents from Teliani (100%), Kaspi (87,5%), Knolevi (83,3%), 
Lamiskhana (73,3%), Khviti (70%), Tvaurebi (60%), Berbuki (50%), Kvemo Chala (40%) and Tskaltubo 
(40%). As for Gori, where the responses unlike other settlements were distributed as follows:  with 
the statement strongly disagree 22,2% of the respondents, partially agree - 11,1%, agree 44,4% and 
strongly agree  - 22,2%.  
 
5.1 Summary 

I think the changes create new opportunities - 61% of the respondents agree with the statement, 20% 
- partially agree, 9% - strongly agree, 7% - disagree and 3% - strongly disagree.   
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I am open and ready for new situations. I can adapt to uncertain and difficult situations - 44% partially 
agree, 35% agree, 15% disagree, 4% strongly agree and 1% strongly disagree. 

 
 
 
In case of unwanted changes, I can find way to make them useful for me   -  41% of the respondents 
partially agree with given statement, 36% - agree, 17% - disagree, 5% - strongly agree and 1% - strongly 
disagree. 
 

 
 
When solving problems, I listen to people with different opinions – with mentioned statement agree 
61% of the respondents, partially agree -17%, strongly agree - 13%, disagree - 7% and strongly 
disagree - 2%. 
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If necessary, I ask other people for help – more than half of the respondents (57%) agree with 
mentioned statement, 20% - partially agree, 12% - strongly agree, 10% -disagree and 1%-strongly 
disagree. 
 

 
 
I have a sense of self-confidence and the ability to make quick decisions in difficult situations -  41% of 
the respondents agree with above mentioned statement, 27% -partially agree, 18% -disagree, 9% -
strongly agree, and relatively higher number (compared with previous statement) strongly disagree 
(5%).  
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I can use analytical thinking, be creative or pragmatic and deal with difficulties – with the given 
statement agree - 40%, partially agree - 38%, disagree - 12%, strongly agree - 8% and strongly disagree 
- 2%.  
 

 
 
I am sensitive to the feelings, needs and emotions of others – as for the last statement, with it agree 
55% of respondents, strongly agree - 37%, partially agree - 7% and strongly disagree 1% of the 
respondents.  

 

6. Conclusion and recommendations  

Needs and resilience assessment was carried out in 20 target settlements. The purpose of the 
assessment was to identify the needs of conflict-affected and internally displaced women living in 
these settlements during the Covid-19 crisis and to identify active women to engage them in project 
activities. The assessment questionnaire consisted of 3 parts: the first part was dedicated to sharing 
of demographic and contact data, the second part - to the assessment of needs and the third part - 
to the assessment of resilience.  I would like to mention hereby that the questions in the field of 
resilience were shared by Marina Elbakidze, Doctor of Science at Tbilisi State University (for which we 
extend our gratitude and looking forward to get advices and recommendations on resilience). In total 
219 people participated in the study. The assessment was carried out using the systemic sampling 
method, however, women activists in Tskaltubo, Khoni, Samtredia and Kaspi, based on their 
experience, proposed a different methodology, which is described in the "Methodology" chapter. 
 
The quick assessment revealed that women living in the target regions found themselves in a very 
difficult situation during the COVID-19 crisis since already existing problems were aggravated by 
additional pandemic associated difficulties. Last year, the settlements were in dire need for 
disinfectants and protective equipment, and this year, respondents mentioned the need for food and 
medications due to the fact that last year the state significantly helped the population with 
humanitarian aid, fuel, and money. While now, much higher prices on medications do not allow 
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vulnerable families to take care for their health. As for the agricultural activities, in which mainly 
women living in conflict affected villages are engaged, the survey and focus groups revealed that 
tractor services are so expensive this year that many families could not afford to cultivate the land 
(for example in Shia Karli region the price went up to 2.5-3 GEL per one-hundredth cultivation).  
Besides, the situation in the conflict affected villages still remains challenging, where neither the 
tractor nor the people can reach the land near the dividing line, because the security problem is 
quite acute and there is a high probability of kidnapping.  All of the above mentioned proves that 
the impoverishment of communities living in conflict affected villages still continues. Therefore, it is 
necessary to implement the projects for women's economic empowerment, youth involvement 
through funding the youth initiatives, and serious advocacy with the Ministry of Health and 
pharmaceutical companies to implement the promised measures regarding limitation of the prices 
of medications and development of their preferential lists. 
 
As has been repeatedly stated, the education system has had to be rearranged online, which poses 
some difficulties for people living in conflict-affected villages. Most of the respondents who are 
concerned with this issue mentioned that the village does not have internet, the family does not 
have enough electronic devices / space for study, or they simply do not have the monthly income 
to afford the internet. This all means that pupils / students living in conflict affected villages face 
serious barriers to accessing education. Therefore, since providing quality and affordable education 
is one of the main tasks of the Government of Georgia, teachers and students living in these 
settlements should be supported and provided with electronic devices necessary for their online 
learning, as well as with the internet access.  
As for healthcare - the problem of psychological condition remains topical, as conflict affected and 
internally displaced women are traumatized by war, and the current borderization and abduction, 
aggravated by the difficulties caused by COVID-19. Apart from the fact that, due to rising prices, 
people can no longer afford to medications, the outpatient facilities are not properly equipped to 
provide medical care. Added to all this is the irregularity of village doctor visits during quarantine, 
although the number of visits under pandemic conditions should have increased, which should 
definitely change in the future. It is necessary to use local resources, therefore, more active 
involvement of local doctors and providing the necessary equipment for outpatient clinics is 
possible through negotiations with the Ministry of Health. 
 
Regarding the establishment of working groups to ensure resilience and deal with the problems 
caused by COVID-19 in the communities, the majority of respondents believe that the creation of such 
groups is essential. Almost half of the respondents expressed the desire to be engaged in such groups, 
but due to lack of time and / or health conditions, they have to refrain from participation. Regrettably, 
the study demonstrated that in the villages, where NGOs are less active, the desire to volunteer is 
quite low.  When planning resilience and advocacy trainings, several respondents informed us that 
due to family or other reasons, they could not participate This is due to the difficult economic situation 
in the settlements and the low level of civic awareness. Therefore, not short-term but long-term 
cooperation is necessary with the civil sector in order to give people confidence in both their own 
strength and the assistance provided by the third sector. 
 
Despite the above, as a result of the resilience analysis, certain number of respondents was 
identified3, who expressed their willingness to participate in the project activities during the survey. 
These activities include advocacy training, community resilience training, consultation with a 
psychologist and a mobile medical team. 70 people were interested in medical consultations, 30 in 
psychological counseling, 4 in advocacy training, and 14 participants in resilience training. Also, 41 
participants expressed their desire to participate in all the above activities. The IDP Women's 
Association "Consent" continues to work with them in planning and organizing these activities. 
  

                                                      
3 Since 21% of the participants in the rapid assessment were men, they also expressed a desire to participate in the activities. 
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7. Annex: Questionnaire  

 
Name, Surname____________________________________________________________________ 

Address (IDP settlement) ____________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
1. Gender: 

1. Woman 
2. Man 

 
 
 
2. Age 

1. 15 - 30 
2. 31- 45 
3. 46- 60 
4. 61 and over 

 
 
 
3. Current activities: 

1. Student/pupil 
2. Unemployed 
3. Employed by the state 
4. Employed in private business (Individual entrepreneur, self-employed) 
5. Employed in agriculture 
6. Other: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
      4. Social status: 

1. IDP 
2. Living near the conflict zone 
3. Vulnerable 
4. Single parent 
5. Having many children 
6. Elderly 
7. Person with disability 
8. Migrant 
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5. What problems did you face as a result of the spread of the coronavirus? 
(Circle maximum 3 points):  

1. Lost job 
2. Lost income, I had locally 
3. I lost my income because I came back from emigration 
4. Negatively affected my psychological condition 
5. Negatively affected my physical health 
6. High rate of Covid-19 disease in the community (specify):  ___  
7. Number of the cases of domestic violence and conflicts has increased 
8. Restricted communication with family / friends / relatives 
9. The ability to purchase food was limited 
10. I cannot buy the necessary medications 
11. Restricted transportation due to shut down  
12. Restricted transportation due to increased price 
13. Other: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. If you and / or a family member needed distance learning / teaching, what problems would 

you face?  
1. I had no need in distant learning / teaching 
2. Internet is not provided to the settlement 
3. We do not have enough devices (phone, tablet, computer) 
4. We have no financial capacity to afford internet each month 
5. Not enough space is provided for studying / working 
 

 
7. What problems related to medical care did you face during Covid-19? 

1. Ambulances did not arrive on time  
2. Lack of outpatients in the community  
3. Lack of medications and virus protection means in the outpatient facilities  
4. Irregular visit of a doctor / nurse to the village  

 
8. What kind of help do you need to deal with the problems caused by Covid-19 in your 

community (circle a maximum of 3 points)?  
1. Protective means and disinfectants 
2. Assistance with medications  
3. Assistance with food  
4. Support with internet and / or utility payments (payment deferral, state subsidy, etc.) 
5. Psychologist consultations to overcome stress and negative feelings / emotions  
6. Doctor consultations on Covid-19 related issues (prevention measures, disease symptoms, 

emergency restrictions, vaccination) 
7. Seeds, seedlings, fertilizers (poisonous chemicals) 
8. Handicraft materials 
9. Other_____________________________________________________________________ 
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9. Is it necessary to create working groups to deal with the problems caused by Covid-19 in 
your community: (Active community members who will receive special training and will be 
able to mobilize the community on community issues and communicate with the 
government)? 

1. It is necessary 
2. It is not necessary 
3. I have no answer  

 
10. In what way are you ready to get involved in the work of this working group? 

1. Volunteer  
2. Just for enumeration  
3. I want to get involved, but I do not have the time resource and other proper conditions and 

knowledge  
4. I am not interested  

 
 
 
 
11. Which events would you like to participate in: 

1. Medical consultation with a doctor 
2. Psychological training-consultations to overcome stress and manage negative emotions 
3. Advocacy seminars 
4. Community resilience workshops 
5. I would like to participate in all events 
6. In none of them  

 

* As the project works to increase community and personal resilience4 it is important for us to assess 
how ready you feel to overcome the situation created by Covid-19. Please read the provisions 
carefully; honestly evaluate whether they comply with your behavior or emotional state. 

* Mark only one answer for each statement on a five-point scale: 
1.   Strongly disagree 
2.     Disagree 
3.     Partially agree 
4.     Agree 
5.     Strongly agree  
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                      
4 Increasing resilience is the ability to respond to existing challenges in a timely and appropriate manner. Our task is to work with you 
and your community to strengthen and develop your community. 
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# 

 
Statement 1 

Strongly 
disagree  

 

2 
Disagree 
 

3 
Partially 

agree 
 

 
4 

Agree 
 

5 
Strongly 

agree 
 

12 I think the changes create new 
opportunities. 

     

13 I am open and ready for new 
situations. I can adapt to uncertain 
and difficult situations. 

     

14 In case of unwanted changes, I can 
find way to make them useful for me    

     

15 When solving problems I listen to 
people with different opinions. 

     

16 If necessary, I ask other people for 
help. 

     

17 I have a sense of self-confidence and 
the ability to make quick decisions in 
difficult situations. 

     

18 I can use analytical thinking, be 
creative or pragmatic and deal with 
difficulties. 

     

19 I am sensitive to the feelings, needs 
and emotions of others. 

     

 


